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good behavior.” The advantage of good-time credits is that they potentially 
make it easier to supervise offenders who are, in theory, more likely to 
behave if they believe they will get out early. The disadvantage is that the 
credits may not be applied equally and may be misused.

Figure 13.5 shows the admissions, releases, and prison populations 
between 1992 and 2013. Between 2009 and 2013, more inmates were 
released each year than were admitted to state prisons. Consequently, prison 
populations dropped over that timeframe; however, the decreases were min-
imal. Still, these decreases are unprecedented in modern times, prompting 
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